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P. O. Box 571, Grass Valley, CA 95945  
Promoting German Culture and Stronger German-American Ties in Northern California 

www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org 

Gold Country 
German American Club 

Next Event:  June 4 GCGAC Summer Picnic

The GCGAC Summer Picnic will be at Fred and Karen Herrmann's on June 4.  Plan ahead and 
don't miss this!  It's a pot luck:  The club will provide pork loins and sausages, and attendees should bring 
salads, appetizers, desserts, and their own beverages.  Don't forget chairs, sun screen, sunglasses, and 
hats.  Gathering starts at 12:00 noon, main dishes served at 1:30, fun and games at 2:30, stay until 5:00.  
Where?  Herrmann's, 14771 Mt. Olive Road, Chicago Park, CA.  

Volunteers should bring appetizers, salads and desserts. Please 
coordinate with Renate Hettrich by email or phone: rhettrich@gmail.com or (650)207-3681.

Lattice-top rhubarb pie might 
make an appearance again this 
year (mit Schlagsahne, 
natürlich!), from your friendly 
club newsletter editor. 

http://gmail.com/
http://www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org
http://www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org
http://gmail.com/


  GOLD COUNTRY GERMAN-AMERICAN CLUB NEWSLETTER        JUNE, 2022

PAGE �2

Notes from the Board

Fourth Of July "Chalet" Float
Our parade float dates back many years.  It was built with lumber left 
over from the construction of Erika and Bill Nickerl's house (c. 1982).  
The Nickerls were among the founding members of the GCGAC.  
Another early member, Maria Cabellero (left, with Cecil), painted the 
Lüftlmalerei frescos on the float.  It's a piece of Club history!  
We're going to wheel the float out of storage at John and Mary Muff's 
(thank you!), clean it up, pump up the tires, festoon it with flowers and 
flags, and enter it into the parade in Nevada City again this year.  We 
need helpers for that!  For the event itself, we need folks to march in 
the parade -- carrying a banner or a 
flag, or just marching along behind 
the float, waving to cheering 
onlookers.  In the past, we have 

had our Alpine Dancers in costume, dancing to German folk 
music from the float, but the number of dancers has not 
achieved critical mass lately.  Perhaps we should recruit the 
Happy Wanderers to hike behind the float, carrying walking 
sticks, while we play "The Happy Wanderer" from the float's 
speakers...?  Details to follow next issue.

The Board is completing the update of the Club’s By-Laws.  The update must be approved at a 
general membership meeting.  A quorum of the membership is needed to take action.  The final 
draft of the By-laws will be sent to all members well ahead of the vote.  Please watch your email 
and the newsletter for additional  information.


The Fourth of July Parade will be held in Nevada City this year.  Traditionally, we have marched 
in the parade as our July club general meeting.  Time to break out the Dirndls and Lederhosen!  
Help will be needed to get the chalet and banners ready for the event and to put them away 
afterward.  


To anyone having keys to Seaman’s Lodge:  Please bring them to the club picnic on June 4th.  
We urgently need to update the records on who has them.  The keys are numbered, and Nevada 
City Parks and Recreation charges $100.00 each for lost key.


Respectfully,

Mike Silence
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HAPPY WANDERERS’ HIKING GROUP 

Hiking Report

Our hike on Thursday April 28 was in the Auburn State Recreation Area.  We parked just beyond the confluence, 
crossed back over the river on foot and upstream to the tiny ranger station and pit stop.  We then headed up 
towards the Foresthill Bridge, then a sharp left to the Stage Coach Road.  It really was a stage coach road back in 
the day.  This trail travels parallel to the river, heading downstream.  It was a good thing we had Karen with us, or 
we would have been wandering somewhere in the streets of Auburn. Anyway, she guided us expertly and we 
eventually reached the real ranger station where we admired the native garden tended lovingly by volunteers.  The 
ranger spoke very highly of their efforts. We then scurried across Highway 49 and trooped down to the river. At one 
point we saw two women with horses, one riding, one leading.  They had to cross over a small wooden bridge by a 
waterfall, we were spellbound and I don't believe anyone snapped a photo. We then continued on our journey and 
crossed the "No Hands Bridge" and returned to our vehicles.

Our next hike would have been on Thursday May 12 but no one 
was available to lead it.  I was unavailable because I was doing 
research for the club.  I had an opportunity to go on hike to The 
Old Ford Ranch in Penn Valley with another group.  This hike 
was stunningly beautiful.  We saw fields of wildflowers, a very 
large Indian grinding rock, trees of oak and pine and we even 
took a side trip down to Englebright.  Since there was no boat 
waiting for us we had to march back up.  Our tour guide was a 
friend of the owner and knew some of the history of the place.  It 
is private property, but we can gain permission to hike on it next 
year.  It is truly a magical place.  It is probably bone dry by now.

Mark your calendars for May 26, June 09, June 23. Our 
destinations we be revealed closer to the dates, temperatures 
and air clarity will be factors.

Hopefully in July we will be returning to hikes every week!  Stay 
tuned.

Sue Vogt

Very Large Indian Grinding Rock
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Gustav Stickley and the American Arts and Crafts Movement

Gustav Stickley was the American-born son of German immigrants Leopold and Barbara Schlager Stoeckel, who 
immigrated to the US in the 
mid-19th century.  In 1876, the 
Stoeckel family moved to 
Pennsylvania, where Gustav 
worked at his uncle's chair 
factory.  By 1901, he had 
developed a unique style of 
progressive furniture design, 
often called "Mission" style, 
which featured simplicity, 
honest construction, and 
truth to materials.  He 
published a magazine named 
The Craftsman, which influenced 
architects of the day, such that 
entire houses were built in the arts and crafts 
style.  Interiors of these houses resembled 
Stickley's furniture.  Examples are the 
Stickley House in Syracuse; the Gamble 
House in Pasadena; and even the North Star 
House, in our very own Grass Valley.  

Unsere Leute

Gustav Stickley Stickley House in Syracuse, NY

Mission Style Bed Frame by Gustav Stickley

Gamble House in Pasadena, CA North Star House in Grass Valley, CA

Yes, it's a reach to say 
Gustav Stickley had 
anything to do with the 
design of the North Star 
House, but there are 
tendrils of connection, 
degrees of separation.  
And the North Star 
House actually has some 
Stickley chairs in it, 
shown here!  
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German Language Classes 
  Interested in learning German?  There is only one (as indicated by Herr 

Erhobenem Zeigefinger at left) place in Nevada County to take classes, and 
that is RIGHT HERE at the  Gold Country German-American Club!   

Classes are FREE with club membership.   

 The Beginning level class has changed its direction.  It now meets once per  
month under the direction of Susanne Bader at Kristina Wetherbee's house in 

Grass Valley to watch German movies, sing a few German songs, and learn some new words.   

The Intermediate Class is taught by Erica Meier.  The class is underway reading a German murder 
mystery novel, Blutige Affäre by Dörte Jensen, and studying some mind-bending German 

grammar.  Intermediate students assemble in person at various class members' homes, now that 
the coronavirus risk appears to have subsided.     

For more information, call Erica at (619) 335-6499 

Conversational German Group
Greetings!  The Conversational German Class will meet Wednesday, June 8, at 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. 
at 10078 Grinding Rock Dr. Grass Valley. Call me if interested to join the group at 530-913-1836. See you at 
2 p.m. May 11 -- Christa.  

Activities

As shown above left, roulette was popular at Casino Night 2022, sponsored by the Language Group.  Big 
winners at the conclusion of play were Fred Herrmann, Chrysan Silence, and Tom Dyer, showing off their 
prizes above right.  Turnout for this event was not great, but the folks who showed up had a fabulous time!
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Upcoming Events

This Month:
June-4:  Annual Summer Picnic, see p. 1
June-6:   Intermediate Language Class, see p. 5

June-13:   Beginning Language Class at Kristina's, see p. 5

June-14:  Board of Directors' meeting, see p. 7

June-20:  Intermediate Language Class, see p. 5.

June hiking to be announced on ad hoc basis.  

June Birthdays

Tune to KNCO Radio AM 830, weekdays at 
7:50 a.m. to hear your birthday greeting from 
GCGAC!   

Tentative Plans for 2022: 
Fourth of July Parade

Be on the lookout for...

Kristina Wetherbee needs photos to paste 
on the club's Facebook page!  Please contact 
her with any GCGAC-related photos such as 

recent hikes, our Casino Night, friends, 
anything she might use.  Also,   

We are still looking for a place where we 
could practice German folk dancing twice 

per month.

June 1 Dennis Naumann
June 4 Martin Vogt
June 7 David Moss
June 12 Susanne Bader
June 19 Fred Herrmann
June 21 Christel Denzler
June 30 Leonard Davis
June 30 Kirsten Hebert
June 30 Lynn Knoll

Gute Besserung 

Gery Denzler
Christel Denzler

Hey!  Read this!
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GCGAC Committee Chairs (appointed, non-voting)

Refreshments:  Volunteers

Get Well & Sunshine:  

Christel Denzler 878-0504

Kaffee & Kuchen:  TBD

Inter-Club Liaison:  Hank Stoffel 269-3137

Webmaster:  Paul Trethewey 265-0763

Property:  Dennis Naumann 477-1622

Historian:  Kristina Wetherbee (916) 955-2878

Facebook Team:  Kristina (above) 

& Elany Prusa 530-432-8736

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held on :

Tuesday,  June 14, 2022, 6:30 p.m. 
by 

Zoom Conference Call

GCGAC Board of Directors

Officers (Elected -- 5 votes):
President:  Mike SIlence 530-477-6659
Vice President:  Kristina Wetherbee (916) 955-2878
Secretary:  Linda Shaffer 714-315-5754

Mary Jean Muff 273-8170
Treasurer:  Lou Ann Schwartz 432-0690
Program:  John Hettrich (650) 207-3681

Directors (Appointed):
Membership:  Susan Vogt 432-0594
Dance:  Kristina Wetherbee (916) 955-2878
Happy Wanderers:   TBD 
Newsletter:  Paul Trethewey 265-0763
Publicity: to be filled
German Language:

Conversational:  Christa Benson 530-913-1836
Intermediate:  Erica Meier 619-335-6499
Beginning:  Susanne Bader 510-282-0721

Eberhard Faber Bleistift

"Bleistift" is a German word meaning pencil, literally, lead (Blei) pen (Stift).  However, the inside of the pencil that 
makes the mark on the paper is not lead, but graphite.  In fact, in the history of pencils, lead was never used as the 
marker.  The reason it is called lead is that, to some people many years ago, the graphite resembled lead.  

Johann Eberhard Faber was born in Stein near Nuremberg, Germany, in 1822, into a family that had already been 
manufacturing pencils for four generations.  In 1848, Faber immigrated to America to 
seek his fortune here, leaving the family business to his older brothers in Stein.  In 
1852, he started to export red cedar logs to the factories in Stein, because the 
American red cedar was ideal for that purpose. By 1861, he had established the first 
lead pencil factory in New York, under the name Eberhard Faber.  There is a long and 
checkered history of the business since that time.  The business has changed 
ownership, but the name has remained and is recognized world wide.

Here, appropriately enough, is a portrait of Johann Eberhard Faber, done in pencil:  
Graphite on paper!
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First Class Mail 
Please Forward 

Gold Country German-American Club 
P.O. Box 571 
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Gold Country German-American Club is a Member of the German-American Heritage Foundation of the USA® 
 719 Sixth St., NW, Washington, D.C.  20001 

“Representing Americans of German Speaking Heritage” 
Ph: 866-868-8422 (toll free)      email: info@gahmusa.org      web: www.gahmusa.org

 
Be sure to check out the official club web page!  It has all kinds of interesting stuff, 

including photo galleries, links, and prior newsletters.  It’s located at: 

www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org

http://www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org
http://www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org

