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P. O. Box 571, Grass Valley, CA 95945  
Promoting German Culture and Stronger German-American Ties in Northern California 

www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org 

Gold Country 
German American Club 

Movie Night -- People's Choice!
Date:  Friday, April 8, 2022

Time:  6:00 p.m. 

Place:  Seaman's Lodge, Nevada City

John Hettrich will be bringing six (6) German movies, 
and majority rules as to which one will be shown.  The 
movies are:

         _
-The White Ribbon            |
-Downfall    |
-Behind the Wall \___ Choose one!
-Two Lives /
-The Forest for the Trees |
-The Zoo Keepers Wife       _|

To help you decide,, try going to the Internet Movie 
Data Base, www.imdb.com, for a synopsis of each 
movie.

Hettrichs will also bring some popcorn, although not in 
a machine as shown at left.  

Please bring desserts or appetizers to share with your friends!  

http://www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org
http://www.imdb.com
http://www.imdb.com
http://www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org
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Notes from the Board

Some of you will recognize the above map as that of Berlin, Germany, with the rail line (the 
Ringbahn) that encircles the city center shown in dark green.  The land area encircled by the Ringbahn is 
larger than Manhattan.  Citizens of Berlin known as the Volksentscheid Berlin Autofrei, (People's Decision for 
Auto-Free Berlin), put forth a referendum for the Berlin Senate to designate that entire area as an 
automobile-free zone, where street use would be limited to walking, bicycling, and public transport.  Private 
cars would be banned, except for emergency vehicles, delivery vehicles, and a few others.  If the Berlin 
Senate fails to act, the group plans to gather enough signatures to put an initiative on the 2023 ballot. If the 
initiative passes, the zone inside Berlin's Ringbahn would become the world's largest auto-free zone.     

Dear Club Members:
In spite of the nasty weather on March 4th, enough members were present to attain a 

quorum, which enabled us to elect new officers for the coming year.  A huge “Thank You” to 
those who braved the hail-slick roads.  The 2020 officers are:  President, Mike Silence; Vice 
President, Kristina Wetherbee; Treasurer,  Lou Ann Schwartz;  Program Coordinator, John 
Hettrich; Secretary, Linda Shaffer and Mary Muff.  It is necessary to have two people as 
Secretary because of employment time constraints. 

A priority of the new board is to complete the work of updating the club’s By-Laws.  The 
passage of time has made some of the language obsolete.  There are also some vague and 
open ended references that need to be well defined.  The final product will, of course, be put 
to a vote by the general membership. 

I look forward to the challenge of serving the club for the next year.

Respectfully, Mike Silence
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HAPPY WANDERERS’ HIKING GROUP 

Here are some Happy Wanderers stopping for lunch on the south fork of the American River at 
Cronan Ranch on March 10, 2022.  Behind those Foster Grants are Kathleen Kelly, Sue Vogt, 
Lynn Knoll, Paulette Berquist, and Kirsten Hebert.  Behind the camera was Linda Snyder.  
Where were all the men that day?  

February 24th found us hiking the Yuba Rim Trail which starts near the quarry that was used to 
build the nearby Bullards Bar dam.  As usual, we had a fabulous time.  Some uphill, some 
downhill (isn't that always the way) and then a fantastic view of the distant mountains and the 
nearby Yuba River canyon.  A cool breeze, vultures circling overhead and crystal clear air, doesn't 
get much better.

March 10th was a great day to be at the Cronan Ranch, south of the little town of Cool.  This time 
we hiked downhill and uphill and had lunch right on the edge of the American River.

A small group of kayakers scurried by, close enough to chat with.  A great time was had by all.
Next hike  March 24 is to Bullards Bar, led by Karen Herrmann.
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Unsere Leute
Jim Dyer and his wife Joan were members of the GCGAC, active 
for many years in the hiking group.  Some of our long-term members 
might remember them.  Jim died recently, and Joan has written:

Dear family and friends,
 
It’s with a sad heart that I write to share the news that my dear husband Jim has 
left us.  Jim’s health had been deteriorating for the last few years, with a fast 
decline at the end. He died peacefully at home at age 86 with his family nearby.
 

I am grateful that Jim recently had time to visit with his daughters, Cheryl and Kim.  He always took joy in his family.  We 
will miss him very much.
 
Our family plans to honor Jim privately.  If you would like to honor his memory, please consider making a donation to 
Hospice of the Foothills, Grass Valley, or your favorite charity.
 
Sincerely,
Joan

Cronan Ranch, continued...
There go the kayakers!  And 
there's Buddy the Dog, in 
Paulette's loving arms!    
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German Language Classes 
  Interested in learning German?  There is only one (as indicated by Herr 

Erhobenem Zeigefinger at left) place in Nevada County to take classes, and 
that is RIGHT HERE at the  Gold Country German-American Club!   

Classes are FREE with club membership.   

 A Beginning level class meets on second and fourth Mondays of the month 
under the direction of Susanne Bader at her cozy house in Grass Valley.  

As of this date, the class is "full." 

The Intermediate Class is taught by Erica Meier.  The class is underway reading a German murder 
mystery novel, Blutige Affäre by Dörte Jensen, and studying some mind-bending German 

grammar.  Intermediate students assemble in person at various class members' homes, now that 
members have become vaccinated.   

For more information, call Erica at (619) 335-6499 

Conversational German Group
Greetings!  The Conversational German Class will meet Wednesday, March 9, at 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. 
at 10078 Grinding Rock Dr. Grass Valley. Call me if interested to join the group at 530-913-1836. See you at 
2 p.m. March 9 -- Christa.  

Activities

Oscar Mayer, again!?  Here is some 
Braunschwager, also known as liver 
sausage or liverwurst, or in 
German, Leberwurst. In the English 
language, we use figures of speech 

such as "It's as easy as pie," or "It's a 
piece of cake."  We like our sweet desserts; the Germans like their sausages.  There is a German 
expression, "Die beleidigte Leberwurst," that means literally, "The offended liverwurst," and 
it refers to a person who is a sore loser or who has taken undue offense at some minor insult.  

Sei nicht eine beleidigte Leberwurst!  -- Don't be a sore loser!  
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Upcoming Events

This Month:
Apr-4:   Intermediate Language Class, see p. 5

Apr-11:  Beginning Language Class, see p. 5.
Apr-12:   Board of Directors' Meeting, see p. 7

Apr-13:   Conversational German, see p. 5.

Apr-18:  Intermediate Language Class, see p. 5.

Apr-25:  Beginning Language Class, see p. 5.

April hiking to be announced on ad hoc basis.  

April Birthdays

Gute Besserung 

Tune to KNCO Radio AM 830, weekdays at 
7:50 a.m. to hear your birthday greeting from 
GCGAC!   Tentative Plans for 2022: 

Casino Night May 6

Bis jetzt sind noch 
Alle gesund👍

Be on the lookout for...

Casino Night 2022 is coming! Here's Paul 
Trethewey as an apparently puzzled croupier at the 
home made craps table back in 2019.  (Does anybody 
actually know the rules of this game?!)  The German 
language group is dusting off the poker chips, cards, 

roulette, dice, and of course an audio visual presentation for the Return 
of Casino Night at Baden-Baden West, on Friday, May 6, 2022.  
Mark your calendars!  

April 3 Arnette McClure
April 14 Aeron Davis
April 17 Elinor Barnes
April 19 Ronald Shaffer
April 26 Paul Trethewey
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GCGAC Committee Chairs (appointed, non-voting)

Refreshments:  Volunteers

Get Well & Sunshine:  

Christel Denzler 878-0504

Kaffee & Kuchen:  TBD

Inter-Club Liaison:  Hank Stoffel 269-3137

Webmaster:  Paul Trethewey 265-0763

Property:  Dennis Naumann 477-1622

Historian:  Kristina Wetherbee (916) 955-2878

Facebook Team:  Kristina (above) 

& Elany Prusa 530-432-8736

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held on :

Tuesday,  April 12, 2022, 6:30 p.m. 
by 

Zoom Conference Call

GCGAC Board of Directors

Officers (Elected -- 5 votes):
President:  Mike SIlence 530-477-6659
Vice President:  Kristina Wetherbee (916) 955-2878
909-496-6468 
Secretary:  Linda Shaffer 714-315-5754

Mary Jean Muff 273-8170
Treasurer:  Lou Ann Schwartz 432-0690
Program:  John Hettrich (650) 207-3681

Directors (Appointed):
Membership:  Susan Vogt 432-0594
Dance:  Kristina Wetherbee (916) 955-2878
Happy Wanderers:   TBD 
Newsletter:  Paul Trethewey 265-0763
Publicity: to be filled
German Language:

Conversational:  Christa Benson 530-913-1836
Intermediate:  Erica Meier 619-335-6499
Beginning:  Susanne Bader 510-282-0721

Teutonic Technology:

KNIFE

Who isn't familiar with that paragon of utility, the Swiss 
Army Knife?  A soldier's knife intended for the Swiss army  
was first made in 1891 in Ibach-Schwyz, Switzerland, by 
Messerfabrik Carl Elsener.  A fancy officer's version was 
patented in 1897, and that version resembles what has 
become the iconic Swiss Army Knife.  An extreme example of the knife might be the present-day model shown 
at right, named the Swiss Champ, which retails for $379.99.  This pocket knife is veritably bristling with so 
many blades and gadgets, it probably needs a lengthy owner's manual to operate.  A reasonable Swiss army 
knife has far fewer gadgets and costs closer to $60.  The company changed its trade name to Victorinox in 1921 
as a portmanteau of "Victoria," Karl Elsener's mother, and "inox," an abbreviation for acier inoxydable, the 
French term for stainless steel.  The knife blades are made from a proprietary blend of steel from Germany and 
France.  How very Swiss!  
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First Class Mail 
Please Forward 

Gold Country German-American Club 
P.O. Box 571 
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Gold Country German-American Club is a Member of the German-American Heritage Foundation of the USA® 
 719 Sixth St., NW, Washington, D.C.  20001 

“Representing Americans of German Speaking Heritage” 
Ph: 866-868-8422 (toll free)      email: info@gahmusa.org      web: www.gahmusa.org

 
Be sure to check out the official club web page!  It has all kinds of interesting stuff, 

including photo galleries, links, and prior newsletters.  It’s located at: 

www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org

http://www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org
http://www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org

