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Fasching, Fastnacht, Fasnacht!
These are diﬀerent words for the same occasion: Karneval! In Germany, Karneval is the period
immediately before Lent; Lent is a 46-day period of fasting and prayerfulness before Easter. Fastnacht and the
other words derive from the eve of fasting before Lent. This year, according to the church calendar, Lent begins
on March 2, so the Karneval celebrations begin on February 24. The purpose of Karneval is for one to behave
in stark contrast to one's self-imposed deprivation during Lent -- a last opportunity to live it up, have a wild
party, dress in a crazy costume, have a parade, and eat and drink to excess. "Fat Thursday" is so-called because
in old times, folks would consume the last of the meat and rendered fat
from the previous season. In some traditions, they would make a form
of doughnuts with the fat, as shown at left. Shrove Tuesday is the final
day before Lent, and on that day, traditionally Fasnacht doughnuts are
eaten.
**************************
The GCGAC's Fasching Party was cancelled because of concerns about
the rampant Omicron coronavirus infection rate in our area. Sorry,
folks, you'll have to make Fasnacht doughnuts at home!

Round Fasnacht Doughnuts
February/March 2022 Fasching Calendar
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Notes from the Board
Dear Members,
As you are all aware, the pandemic has not let up. Our next activity is the annual
meeting to install the Club Officers for 2022. Hopefully this meeting will be “live” at
Seaman’s Lodge, but may be another Zoom meeting. As I have stated before, the Board
of Directors is without a required position of Secretary. If no one steps to accept this
position, the Club will be suspended until a proper functioning Board is established.
-- Ron Shaffer, President

Valentine's Day is coming!
Achtung, Männer! Men, here's a suggestion for
what to buy your valentine sweetheart: A pink
PIG plush toy! Isn't it cute? Little guys like this
can be found at various web sites in a wide range
of sizes and prices. Why a pig, you ask? Because
romantic Germans celebrate Valentine's Day by
exchanging gifts of chocolate, flowers, and pigs.
Maybe not real pigs, only representations of pigs,
but the point is, pigs are symbols of luck and lust
in Germany. What could be lustier than a pink
porker, lounging seductively in a muddy pig sty?
There is a certain degree of humor involved in
that.
Valentine's Day as a tradition came to Germany
after World War 2, when American soldiers were
stationed there. The tradition was not
immediately adopted. It has grown in popularity
over the years, but the pig thing is a uniquely
German twist.
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HAPPY WANDERERS’ HIKING GROUP
Hiking report: The Happy Wanderers met on January 13th and enjoyed a fabulous day In the
American River Canyon. We met at Murphy's Gate and had planned to hike to the "No Hands
Bridge", but discovered that the trail was muddy and deeply rutted from the past rains. Instead we
determined to find the elusive Tamaroo Bar. We ambled in the direction we hoped was correct,
getting some assistance from hikers along the way. The State map is curious in that some of the jeep
roads and smaller trails do not appear on it, making it difficult to determine which intersection you are actually near.
Anyway, we finally found the sign to our destination and lunched with an incredible view of the river. Later we wandered
along the river where a plethora of river rocks engaged our attention. Paulette found a most incredible serpentine rock
with very thin strips of gold running through it. We could benefit from a geologist joining us on our forays! Thanks to
Linda Snyder and her remotely accessible husband Richard for information about the history of this area.
Quick quiz: the barrels that were strung across the coffer dam were used for what purpose?
A. to keep water skiers from flipping over the dam
B. to keep logs from smashing into the dam
C. to store rum for the after party
D. target practice
Our next hike is planned for January 27. We are hoping to go to Graylodge, but if it's too foggy we will go elsewhere,
stay tuned.
Sue

Here are photos from the hike at American River Canyon on January 13. Our Happy Wanderers then were Aeron
Davis, Kathleen Kelly, Paulette Berquist, Susan Vogt, Agnes Walker, Jeanne Rodriguez, and Linda Snyder, who was
behind the camera. It was a six mile, fun hike under sunny skies.

Here are the Wanderers pausing under the "Mystery
Barrels" mentioned in Sue's report, above. The steel cable
broke when the coﬀerdam failed following heavy storms in
Feb 1986 and these barrels were never removed.

The group stopped for lunch at Tamaroo Bar on the American
River. In the foreground, under the hat, is Kathleen. She's
okay, no worries, just resting in the sunshine!
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Unsere Leute
Margot Schulze has announced plans to relocate to Petaluma, California to live nearer to her
daughter and son. Among the worldly belongings that Margot is seeking to shed during this move are a
collection of beautiful German dresses that she would much rather see go to appreciative new owners
than to a thrift store (or worse). Call Margot at 530-477-2205 for more information.
Margot has been a member of the Gold Country German-American Club since moving to Grass Valley in
1993. She plans to continue her German-American interests at the Hermann Sons Hall German Club in
Petaluma. She will be sorely missed!

Conversation Hearts for
Valentine's Day

Candy Corn for Halloween

Emil Julius Brach was born in 1859 in Schoenwald,
Germany. His family immigrated to the United States in 1866
and settled near Burlington, Iowa. At that time, Germans
comprised nearly 35% of the immigrant population. Through
connections in the German-American community, and
through frugal savings, Brach was able to open a candy store in
Chicago, Illinois in 1904, and he grew the business from store
front to massive candy factory. He plowed much of the profits
into machinery that allowed large scale manufacture of candy. By 1922, Brach's business was doing $10
million in business annually. By mid-twentieth century, in Chicago, Brach had built the largest candy
manufacturing operation in the U. S. The company made dozens of diﬀerent candy varieties, but best
known are Conversation Hearts (popular on Valentine's Day), and candy corn, as shown above.
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Activities
German Language Classes
Interested in learning German? There is only one (as indicated by Herr
Erhobenem Zeigefinger at left) place in Nevada County to take classes, and
that is RIGHT HERE at the Gold Country German-American Club!
Classes are FREE with club membership.
A Beginning level class meets on second and fourth Mondays of the month
under the direction of Susanne Bader at her cozy house in Grass Valley.
As of this date, the class is "full."
The Intermediate Class is taught by Erica Meier. The class is underway reading a German murder
mystery novel, Blutige Affäre by Dörte Jensen, and studying some mind-bending German
grammar. Intermediate students assemble in person at various class members' homes, now that
members have become vaccinated.
For more information, call Erica at (619) 335-6499

Conversational German Group
Greetings! The Conversational German Class will meet Wednesday, Feb. 9, at 2 p.m. until 4 p.m.
at 10078 Grinding Rock Dr. Grass Valley. Call me if interested to join the group at 530-913-1836. See you at
2 p.m. February 9 -- Christa.

GCGAC Annual Dues: The Club is looking forward to a more normal Club
year in 2022 where we resume normal Club activities and therefore we will be
collecting the normal dues for 2022.
Annual dues are payable on January 1 and past due on March 1. The dues are
unchanged from before - $30 per person. Mail your dues to:
Gold Country German American Club
P.O. Box 571
Grass Valley, CA 95945
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Upcoming Events
Be on the lookout for...

This Month:

February Birthdays

Feb-7: Intermediate Language Class, see p. 5
Feb-8: Board of Directors' Meeting, see p. 7
Feb-9: Conversational German, see p. 5.

Feb-14: Beginning Language Class, see p. 5.
Feb-21: Intermediate Language Class, see p. 5.
Feb-28: Beginning Language Class, see p. 5.

Tentative Plans for 2022:
Annual Membership Meeting in March

Gute Besserung
Bis jetzt sind noch
Alle gesund👍

February 1

Phillip Missimore

February 9

Tom Stone

February 10

Joan Hardy

February 17

Ron Bailey

February 23

Edgar Davidson

February 26

Donald Novak

February 27

Kathy Kopf

February 27

Jan Schroeder

February 28

Christa Benson

Tune to KNCO Radio AM 830, weekdays at
7:50 a.m. to hear your birthday greeting from
GCGAC!

Who knew that Austria has a wine
growing region east of Vienna? There it
is on this tiny map. We'll publish the
map in larger, more readable format next
month. For now, the red and purple
regions mean read wine; the green
regions are white wine. You knew that.
The map also shows in fine print that
Vienna is at the same latitude as Everett,
Washington [my home town], which is
pretty far north for grape growing.
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Teutonic Technology:

Model HD414 Headphones
They don't look like much: Plastic head band, foam ear cushions, wispy wires. But, when the Sennheiser
HD414's were introduced in 1971, they were a sensation! Compared to the headphone standard of the day, the
Koss Pro-4A, the Sennheisers were lighter, more comfortable, much less expensive, and most importantly, they
sounded great! In addition, you could carry on a conversation while wearing the HD414's, because unlike the
Koss and similar designs, they did not cover your ears with padded cups. They were "open air" phones.
Sennheiser Electronic GmbH is a family-owned electronics company in Wedemark, Germany, near Hanover.
The company was founded by Prof. Dr. Fritz Sennheiser in 1945. Early products consisted mostly of
microphones for the recording and movie industries, and the company earned Emmy and Grammy awards for
products such as "shotgun" and wireless microphones. The HD414 headphones were a successful venture into
consumer electronics: Sennheiser sold more than 10 million sets before ceasing production several years ago
and replacing the 414's with an updated model. When they were new, the HD414's were built to a $30 price
point. Today, used, on Ebay, they're fetching over $200. They have become classic German audio technology.

GCGAC Board of Directors
Officers (Elected -- 5 votes):
President: Ron Shaffer

323-797-6656

Vice President: Mike Silence

909-496-6468

Secretary: Open Position

your number here

Treasurer: Lou Ann Schwartz

432-0690

Program: John Hettrich

(650) 207-3681

The next Board of Directors meeting will be held on :

Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 4:00 p.m. at
Bret Harte Inn, Grass Valley, CA, or by
Zoom Conference Call
GCGAC Committee Chairs (appointed, non-voting)
Refreshments: Volunteers

Directors (Appointed):
Membership: Susan Vogt

432-0594

Dance: Kristina Wetherbee

432-9941

Happy Wanderers: Carol Yoder

530-210-0215

Newsletter: Paul Trethewey

265-0763

Publicity: to be filled
German Language:
Conversational: Christa Benson

530-913-1836

Intermediate: Erica Meier

619-335-6499

Beginning: Susanne Bader

510-282-0721

Get Well & Sunshine:
Christel Denzler

878-0504

Kaffee & Kuchen: TBD
Inter-Club Liaison: Hank Stoffel

269-3137

Webmaster: Paul Trethewey

265-0763

Property: Dennis Naumann

477-1622

Historian: Kristina Wetherbee

432-9941

Facebook Team: Kristina (above)
& Elany Prusa

530-432-8736
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Be sure to check out the official club web page! It has all kinds of interesting stuff,
including photo galleries, links, and prior newsletters. It’s located at:

www.goldcountrygermanamericanclub.org

Newsletter printed at: Walker's Office Supplies, 791 Maltman Drive., Grass Valley, CA 95945 530-273-2283

Gold Country German-American Club is a Member of the German-American Heritage Foundation of the USA®
719 Sixth St., NW, Washington, D.C. 20001
“Representing Americans of German Speaking Heritage”
Ph: 866-868-8422 (toll free)
email: info@gahmusa.org
web: www.gahmusa.org
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